  SUMMARY of OFFENCES and FINES

Withdrawal / scratched fixture 

          Rule 1
fine not exceeding £20

Fielding an ineligible player

          Rule  5
fine not exceeding £10

Late start

          Rule 4b
fine not exceeding   £5

Failure to provide a club assistant referee 
          Rule 7b
fine not exceeding   £5

Not sending notices as required

     Rules 11a/b 12
fine not exceeding   £5

Not promptly answering correspondence
          Rule 12
fine not exceeding   £5

RULES of the BRIGHTON CHARITY CUP COMPETITION

1. 
The ‘Brighton Charity Cup’ (founded in 1894) shall be competed for annually by Senior Clubs at the invitation of the Council and the main Cup Rules numbered 2, 4a, 6, 9 and 10 shall apply.

2.
To be eligible for this Competition, a player must have been registered for his club in any League in which his club competes prior to playing.  No player shall represent more than one club in the Competition in one season.

3.
The Council shall appoint the Referees and Assistant Referees for each match.  With the exception of the final tie when the officials will be presented with a plaque (plus travelling expenses if claimed), the Referee’s fee shall be £30 plus travelling expenses and the Assistant Referees fee shall be £23 plus travelling expenses.

4.
After deducting the sums paid to the match officials, the ‘home’ club shall remit the net proceeds to the Secretary, together with a statement.  After paying all expenses, the proceeds from the Competition shall be distributed as the Council deem fit.

Clubs must advise the Secretary of the Association of any suspension of players (SCFA Rule 17), ensure the eligibility of players for cup matches and, in confirming match details to the Referee, advise him of his power to reduce the playing time or extra time in accordance with Rule 4(a).

All cup semi-finals are to be played on the ground of the first-named club.

Clubs appearing in CUP FINALS will be required to provide the names of their players and substitutes for the MATCH PROGRAMME seven days prior to playing, including first names and the numbers to be worn.  Background information will be requested.  Sixteen individual awards will be presented to both the winning and losing teams at each cup final, and clubs winning trophies will be required to arrange (and pay) for the engraving and to ensure compliance with Rule 3(b).
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 BRIGHTON, HOVE, WORTHING & DISTRICT FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION

(Founded 1885)

RULES of the ASSOCIATION 2007/2008
BOUNDARY; MEMBERSHIP; AFFILIATION FEE

1.        
The Association shall be called the Brighton, Hove, Worthing and District Football Association and it’s boundary shall be within the area bounded by a line from Seaford to Lewes, along the south edge of the Downs to Washington, Storrington and west to the Arun, then south to include Littlehampton.

2.        
All clubs whose headquarters are within the boundary of the Association shall be eligible for membership, subject to the approval of the Council.  The Council shall also have the power to invite clubs outside their boundary to participate in the Association’s competitions, subject to them not being within the boundaries of an existing District Association.

3.        
Membership shall be on an annual basis by payment of an affiliation fee of £7 per annum, payable (except as stated below) prior to the start of each season and not later than the date of the Annual General Meeting.  Where membership is by invitation of the Association at a later date, payment of the Affiliation Fee (in full) shall be made no later than the date to be determined by the Council.  Clubs may resign membership at any time but will, if thereby not fulfilling any cup commitments, be liable to such penalty as laid down by the rules of the relative cup competition(s).

Where a team has been suspended by the Sussex County Football Association and is thereby unable to fulfil an arranged fixture, the tie shall be awarded to their opponents.  In the event of a team being suspended prior to the arranging of any of their fixtures, the fate of any such tie shall be determined by the Council.

4.        
The Secretary of each club shall notify his/her home address and his/her club’s colours to the Secretary of the Association when his/her club affiliates to the Association.  Any change of club secretary or of his/her address must be notified to the Secretary of the Association immediately, or be liable to a fine not exceeding £5.
OFFICERS; COUNCIL and POWERS; MEETINGS

5     
    The Officers of the Association shall be a President, Vice-Presidents as elected and an Honorary Secretary and Treasurer. The affairs of the Association shall managed 

by a Council comprising the Officers, 2 representatives appointed by the Brighton, Hove 
& District League, 2 representatives appointed by the Worthing & District League and 10 elected representatives of affiliated clubs of whom 3 shall be appointed and seconded by clubs in the Brighton League, 3 by clubs in the Worthing league, 2 by clubs in the West Sussex League and 2 by 
clubs in Senior Leagues.  The Council shall have power to fill any vacancies that
 may occur during their term of office.
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5  (a)
  Meetings of the Council (for which the Secretary shall give members not less than7 days notice) shall be held each month, except in June and August, and at the first meeting following the Annual General Meeting the Council shall elect a Chairman and Vice-Chairman.  The Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Secretary shall have power to call additional Council Meetings or to cancel normal monthly meetings when they deem it necessary.  A record must be kept of the attendance of members at each meeting and any members absenting themselves from three consecutive meetings without reasonable cause may forfeit his/her seat on the Council.

  5 (b) 
The Council shall have power to deal with any breach in the Rules of the 

          Association and in the Rules of the Cup Competitions and any contingency not            provided for in the two sets of Rules.  Breaches of the Laws of the Game and the Rules and Regulations of the Football Association must be dealt with in accordance with F.A. rules 9 and 26.

GENERAL MEETINGS; QUORUM; BALANCE SHEET

6        An Annual General Meeting shall be held in July each year at which the Officers and Council Members for the ensuing year shall be elected.  The Meeting shall also receive the financial statement for the past season and shall transact any other business, including any proposed changes to rule, for which not less than 14 days notice has been given to each club.  With the exception of those nominated by the Brighton League and the Worthing League, the Members of the Council, whose nominations must be signed by the respective secretaries of the proposing and seconding clubs, shall be elected by the majority of the representatives of the clubs present voting in their respective Leagues, provided that no club nominates more than one candidate and provided that no club has more than one representative on the Council.

6  (a)  
On receiving a requisition signed by the secretaries of not less than ten affiliated clubs, the Secretary of the Association shall within 7 says of such notice convene a Special General Meeting at which only the business as requisitioned for shall be dealt with.  Fourteen days notice of any such meeting shall be given to each club.

6  (b) Each affiliated club shall be entitled to send two representatives, with voting 

powers, to all General Meetings and such representatives shall defray their expenses,
as shall Council Members at all meetings. Six at General meetings and three at Council 

meetings shall constitute a quorum.

    7      The accounts shall be verified by an Independent Examiner, to be elected at the
    Annual General Meeting and a copy of the duly verified Balance Sheet shall be     

           forwarded to the Secretary of each club and to the Sussex County Football Association at least 14 days prior to the meeting with the notice convening the Annual General Meeting.

7  (a)  A signed copy of the duly verified Balance Sheet and Statement of Accounts 
shall be sent to the Sussex County Football Association by September 30th, following 
its adoption by the Annual General Meeting.
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When gate money or a collection is taken at any final tie, the proceeds shall be taken by the Council who shall pay all expenses relating to the match.

9.
Where colours clash, the visiting club shall change; where this occurs in a final 
tie the clubs shall agree to alternative, contrasting colours.

PROTESTS; APPEALS

10.
All questions of eligibility, qualification of players or interpretation of Rules 
shall be referred to the Council but no reference shall be entertained by the 
Council unless a written Protest has been lodged with the Secretary within three 
days (Sundays excepted) after such match accompanied by a sum of £5 which may, 
if the Council consider such protest frivolous or groundless, be forfeited to the funds 
of the Association.  The Council shall also have power to order the club involved to 
pay the expenses incurred by such protest.

Any protest relating to the ground, goalposts, bars or other appurtenances of the 
game shall not be entertained by the Council unless an objection has been lodged 
with the Referee before the commencement of the match when the tie shall 
be considered to be played under protest.

An aggrieved club/player may appeal against any decision of the Council, doing so 
in writing to the Secretary within 7 days of being notified of the decision, lodging a 
sum of £5 which may be forfeited as described above.

NOTIFICATIONS; ANSWERING CORRESPONDENCE

11 
The Secretary of each home club shall send full particulars of venue 
(with directions) and kick off time to the visiting team and the Referee, to be
received not less than four days before the day of the match.

11 (a)
 The Secretary of each competing club shall send notice in writing of the 
result with the names of the competing players to the Secretary of the Association 
(to be received within three days, Sundays excepted) and to his/her League 
Registration Secretary (to be received within three days, Sundays excepted, unless stipulated otherwise by the League Rules).  The notice to the Association must include the name (if known) and the marking from 1 to 100, of the Referee.

Where a mark of 50 or less is given, a written explanation of the reason for the 
marking must be given. Clubs failing to comply with this Rule shall be liable to be 
fined or dealt with as the Council shall determine.
Any postponed, abandoned or unfulfilled match must be advised to the 
Secretary of the Association, in writing, within three days (Sundays excepted).

 12.
Where a club fails to forward a notice as and when due under these Rules or 
fails to reply promptly to correspondence from the Association, they shall be liable 
to a fine not exceeding £5 for each such offence.
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2 
        The Secretary shall at the start of each season forward a copy of the Rules 
to the Registration Secretary of each League in which member clubs compete 
requesting to be notified of any offences under Cup Rules 5 and 11(b).

2 (a)   Each  Competition will be drawn prior to the start of the season. The Secretary
shall notify each competing club of the cup ties for each round. He shall also request 
all League Fixture Secretaries to include in their fixture lists, the ties to be played by 
the teams in their respective leagues and the kick off time.

3 
None of the trophies shall be won outright and the President and the Secretary 
of the Association for the time being shall be for all intents and purposes the 
legal owners of the trophies in trust for the Association.

3 (a)   When the winners of each trophy have been ascertained, the trophies will be presented to them on their giving a receipt and written undertaking to return same to the Secretary on or before the 1st day of March in each year and in the same condition as they received it.  Where a club fails to return a trophy by the due date, they shall be liable to a fine of £10 plus, after 7 days, £3 per week or part thereof.  The cost of the engraving shall be paid by the respective winners.

DURATION of MATCHES; KICK OFF TIMES; LATE STARTS

4 
All matches shall be played under the Laws of the Game and the Rules
and Regulations of the Football Association and by such dates and at such times 
as the Council may determine, but no match shall commence unless there are a 
minimum of seven players on each side.  Matches shall be of 90 minutes 
duration, although the Referee shall have power to reduce this to two periods 
of 40 minutes each and in the event of a game being drawn, 30 minutes of extra 
time shall be played, although the Referee shall have power to reduce this to 
two periods of 10 minutes each.  When a referee is going to reduce the playing

time he must inform both team captains prior to the kick off. The half time interval 
shall be 5 minutes, except by consent of the match referee.  If after extra time the
scores are still level, the tie shall be decided by the taking of penalty kicks.
The procedure shall be that laid down in the Football Association Handbook 
under the heading of ‘Knock Out Competitions - Obtaining a Result’. 
Where a match is abandoned before the end of 90 minutes, or before the end of 
extra time, or is unresolved for any other reason, the matter shall be dealt with 
by the Council 
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4  (a)  
Unless otherwise ordered by the League Fixture Secretary of the home team, 

the kick off time for matches shall be as follows: September and October 2.30pm; November, December, January and February 2.00pm; March and April 2.30pm.  

In the event of a LATE START, the offending Club(s) shall be liable to a fine not exceeding £5. 

The Council shall have power to; (1) order any match to be played on a midweek

day where necessary; (2) order any match to be played under floodlights, either on 

a Saturday or on a midweek day.

4  (b)  Each home club shall provide a minimum of two footballs fit for play or be liable to a fine not exceeding £5

QUALIFICATION of PLAYERS; SUBSTITUTES

5         To be eligible to play in these Competitions, a player must be registered for his club in the League in which his team competes prior to playing.  No player shall represent more than one club in any one of these Competitions in one season, and in the event of a transgression a club shall be expelled from the Competition.  Appearances in Sunday football shall not affect a player’s eligibility for the Competitions.  In addition:-

5 (a)   
No team may include in any Vernon-Wentworth Cup match more than four
players who, during the current season, have played in more than eight matches collectively in any Senior League or Senior Cup Competition.

5 (b)   No team may include in any Hove, Worthing & District Cup match any Senior player (i.e. one who has played in more than eight matches in Senior football during the current season) or more than four players who, during the current season, have played in more than eight league and/or cup matches collectively in Senior and Intermediate football.

5 (c)
  No team may include in any Brighton Challenge Shield match more than 
four players who during the current season have played in more than eight league 
and/or cup matches collectively for any team in any division of the Brighton 
League higher than Division 3, in any division of the Worthing League higher 
than Division 2 or in any division of any other League deemed higher by 
the Council.

5 (d)  No player shall be eligible to play in a Competition final unless he has played 
three times or more in the current season for the participating team, or any lower 
team from the same Club.

Where a club infringes (a), (b), (c) or (d) above, or plays an unregistered or 
suspended player, they shall be liable to a fine not exceeding £10 and will 
be expelled from the Competition.

6      
A club may, at it’s discretion, use three substitute players, who may be 

selected from five players, at any time in a match, who shall be named to the 

Referee prior to the kick off, except to replace a player who has been suspended 

from the game by the Referee.  The substitution can only be made when play is 

stopped for any reason and the Referee has given his permission.
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REFEREES and ASSISTANT REFEREES

7 
   With the exception of the final ties, the Referee’s fee shall be £23 plus
travelling expenses for Vernon-Wentworth Cup matches and £20 plus travelling
expenses for Hove & Worthing Cup and Brighton Challenge Shield matches.
Travelling shall be charged at a maximum of 25p per mile from the place of 
 residence. The Referees and Assistant Referees officiating in the final ties shall

 be appointed by the Council and shall each be presented with a plaque.

7 (a)  
In rounds preceding the respective finals, Referees shall be appointed by the
Referees Appointment Secretaries of the Leagues in which the first-drawn teams
compete and they are required to report to the Secretary of the Association (to be
received within three days, Sundays excepted) of instances where matches start
late and no club assistant referees are provided.  Where Assistant Referees are
appointed to semi-final matches, their fee shall be £20 for the Vernon Wentworth
Cup, £15 for both the Hove & Worthing Cup and Brighton Challenge Shield, 
plus travelling expenses as defined in (a), the cost to be borne equally by the
competing clubs.  Except where neutral Assistant Referees are appointed, clubs
must provide a club assistant referee for the whole of each match in which they 

are engaged or be liable to a fine not exceeding £5. Each home club shall provide

standard flags for the club assistant referees or be liable to a fine not exceeding £5.
 7(b)   
In the event of there not being an appointed Referee, or the appointed Referee
fails to arrive, the clubs MAY agree upon a substitute Referee. Should the club 

disagree, the home team MUST supply a Referee who shall have the same 

authority as a qualified Referee.

PITCHES; GATE MONEY; COLOURS

8.
Matches up to and including the semi-final ties shall be played on the 

pitch of the club first-drawn in the ballot, and they shall bear the cost of the pitch, 
but in the event of the first-drawn club not having a pitch, the match shall be 
played on the pitch of their opponents or on a pitch to be decided by the Council.  
The choice of ground for the playing of the final ties shall be decided by the Council.
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COMMITTEES; BOARDS; APPEALS
8.        The Council shall have power to appoint such Committees or Boards as 

they may consider necessary and may delegate all or any of their powers to any 

such Committee or Board. 

9.       
Any appeal against a decision of the Council, Committee or Board must be made to the Sussex County Football Association within fourteen days of the posting of the decision, and such appeals must state (in writing) the full grounds of appeal.  One copy shall be forwarded to the Secretary of the Association and four copies to the Secretary of the S.C.F.A. together with a fee of £35, the whole or any part of which may be forfeited to the S.C.F.A. at the discretion of the Board selected to hear such appeal.

CHANGES TO RULE

10. In the event of any alteration being considered necessary in the Rules of the

Association or in the Rules of the Cup Competitions, notice of the proposed alterations must be sent in writing to the Secretary of the Association on or before June 1st in each year.

                                   RULES of the CUP COMPETITIONS

CONTROL and ORGANISATION; WITHDRAWALS; FEES;

UNFULFILLED FIXTURES; TROPHIES

1.
The under-mentioned Competitions shall be played for annually by member 
clubs and be under the entire control and management of the Council of the 
Association (or any Committee approved by them), with entries to be received 
by the Secretary 7 days prior to the holding of the Annual General Meeting, 
together with an entry fee for each of £7.
1 (a)   The ‘Vernon-Wentworth Challenge Cup’ (founded in 1894) shall be open to Intermediate teams.

1 (b)   
The ‘Hove, Worthing & District Junior Challenge Cup’ (founded in 1907) 

shall be open to teams playing in the Junior Divisions of the Brighton League or 

the Worthing League.

1 (c)
    The ‘Brighton Challenge Shield’ (founded in 1895) shall be open to teams 

playing in Junior Division 3 and below of the Brighton League or in Junior 

Division 2 and below of the Worthing League, excluding any team entered 

in Competition (b).

A club withdrawing from any competition, or failing to fulfil a fixture shall be liable to a fine not exceeding £20.  A club scratching shall also be liable for any expense incurred by it’s opponents.
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